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after a severe campaign in the Pacific, the combat unit was given time foj
recuperation.
Leaves (for officers) and furloughs (for enlisted men) were recognized as
important and desired features of military life, though actually during the war,
except for emergencies, these were rarely given. The exception to this rule was
to allow them the week following induction and 2 to 3 weeks just prior to over-
seas shipment if the time permitted. The latter was of special value in the main-
tenance of good morale. There were many complaints, however, that there was
too little leave, but vacations can hardly be justified in time of war.
Programs to provide change, relaxation, and recreation were planned by the
Army as well as by affiliated organizations, even though in many instances they
were executed with difficulty. Great credit must go to the American Red Cross
for the establishment of a recreational and diversional program on every post
and in every hospital, including the provision of a special center as a place to
loaf. Credit should also go to the chaplains, who acted as morale officers in
every unit.
The efforts of the Army in this direction were extensive although not
uniformly effective. The Special Services Division with its three sections
of Army Exchange Service, Army Motion Picture Service, and Army Athletic
and Recreation Service, was spread over the globe to provide relaxation for our
troops.20 The Army Exchange Service, which ran the post exchanges, did
$134,000,000 worth of business with a turnover of inventory 13 times a year.
The Army Motion Picture Service sent to all theaters of operation an average
of three films a week including (according to the Special Services Division book-
let) many world premiers. My own experience with movies in both camps
in this country and units overseas left much to be desired, but they were well
attended because of nothing else to do. Many of the films were wretched.
The Army Athletic and Recreation Service supervised the recreational build-
ings in every post and camp; they arranged for the soldier shows; they provided
the athletic equipment of all types. But 3 out of every 10 GI's included in an
opinion survey indicated they did not have enough recreation equipment.21
The Special Services screened and routed to all theaters the acting, singing, and
dancing stars of radio, motion picture, and stage. They published handy pocket-
size paper-bound .books, and sent 62,000,000 of these popular editions over-
seas up to September i, 1945. They published the overseas lightweight edition
of 32 popular weeklies and monthlies with a total distribution of 120,000,000
20 Facts and figures supplied by CoL William H. Quarterman, Chief, Army Athletic and
Recreation Service, Special Services Division, 30 April 1946. Some of these achievements are
described in a Special Services Division booklet entitled, "Special Service for Fighting Yanks/*
dated 15 February 1944. A detailed outline for the athletic and recreation officer is presented in
War Department Technical Manual TM 21-50.5, July, 1945-
21 What the Soldier Thinks, No. 2, August, 1943. P-11-